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SMT. ASHWINI BHIDE DESHPANDE

Smt. Ashwini Bhide Deshpande is a Hindustani classical singer in the famous "Jaipur-
Atrauli" Khayal singing tradition.

2. Born on 7" October, 1960 into a musical family, Smt. Deshpande received the "Sangeet
Visharad" of the "Akhil Bharatiya Gandharva Mahavidyalaya" and the President's Gold Medal in All
India Radio Music Competition at the age of sixteen. She has chosen music as her first love and
career after completing a doctorate (PhD) in Biochemistry at the Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre/University of Mumbai.

3. After imbibing the foundations of Hindustani classical music from her first guru, Late Pt.
Narayanrao Datar, Smt. Deshpande started learning the stylised "Jaipur-Atrauli gayaki” under the
guidance of her mother, mentor and guru Late Smt. Manik Bhide. Later, senior artist and guru of
the Gharana, Late Pt. Ratnakar Pai provided her invaluable guidance on the rare and complex ragas
of the Gharana. Along with classical Khayal, semi classical genres like thumri-dadra, devotional
bhajans/marathi abhangs and Sanskrit hymns/stotras effortlessly blend in her repertoire. She has
performed at various prestigious music festivals within and outside the country and has received
acclaim from critics and music lovers all over the world as a vocalist who presents an unmatched
blend of raga composition-architecture, vitality, emotion and tonal sweetness, while staying true to
the tradition and grammar of the raga.

4, Contributing to the tradition of Khayal, Smt. Deshpande published a book (along with a CD)
of self-composed bandishes "Raag Rachananjali" in October 2004. "Raag Rachananjali 2" was
published in October 2010. Launched in 2023, her YouTube channel - "Batiya Daurawat" is popular
among classical music audiences. Her first recording album was released by HMV in 1985, followed
by albums under various banners, including Rhythm House, Times Music, Sony Music, Music
Today, Navras Records, and Universal Music.

S. Smt. Deshpande is a 'Top Grade' artist of All India Radio and Doordarshan and has
participated in many national programmes of All India Radio-Doordarshan. She has contributed to
the enlightenment of lay listeners in India and abroad through lectures and demonstrations on
Hindustani classical music in various schools, colleges and music conferences on a regular basis.
As ateacher she has guided many disciples; who are now successful concert artists themselves.

6. Smt. Deshpande has received several honours and awards for her contribution to Indian
classical vocal music, some of them are Government of Madhya Pradesh's Rashtriya Kumar
Gandharva Samman 2005, the first female Hindustani singer to receive this award, Pandit Jasraj
Gaurav Puraskar 2005, on the occasion of Pandit Jasraj's 75" birthday, Sahyadri Doordarshan
"Sangeet Ratna"' Award 2010, first Ganatapaswini Mogubai Kurdikar Award 2011, Government of
Maharashtra's "Sanskritic Puraskar 2011, Bangalore Kidney Foundation's “Pandit Mallikarjun
Mansur Award" 2013, Sangeet Natak Akademi Award 2014, Madhya Pradesh Government's Rashtriya
Kalidas Samman 2016 and D.Litt (Honoris Causa) conferred by ITM University, Gwalior, 2020.
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